
FILING TAXES ACTIVITY
Subject: Tax Forms
Grade Level: High School - College
Time: 30 minutes
Materials: One copy of each per student or group:
	 • W-2 for Jane Sample
	 • 1040
	 • Tax Table

Background Knowledge: Should have a basic understanding of what taxes are, tax allowances, deductions and credits.

PREPARATION 
Print all copies before the activity begins. You may want to project the W-2 for Jane Sample to help with instructions.

1. Start by passing out the W-2 form for Jane Sample. They should use the information on the W-2 to fill out the  
    1040 form to find out if Jane Sample will need to pay more taxes or get a refund. Make sure students look at  
    the hints on the bottom of the W-2 page, they may get an incorrect answer without them.  They do not need to  
    fill in the boxes filled with x’s. As students are working, walk around the room and check for understanding.

Common Student Misconceptions:

	 • On line 6 of the 1040 form it says “Add lines 1 through 5”. This means add lines 1 through 5 on the 	
	     1040 form, NOT on the W-2. When referencing the W-2, it will be clearly stated in the instructions, for 	
	     example “this should be shown in box 1 of your Form W-2”.
	 • Students often ask what they need to put in the boxes with x’s. They do not need to enter a number 	
	     there and can treat it like a 0 for their calculations.
	 • For line 11, they must look up the tax on the tax table. Jane’s taxable income can be found on 		
	     line 10 (should be $4,500.25). Since Jane’s taxable income is slightly over $4,500, students should 	
	     find the line that says $4,500 to $4,550. Jane is not married, so we look in the single column to find 	
	     that she will owe $453 in taxes this year.
	 • In box 20, students do not need to enter a routing number or account number.

2. Once students have had enough time to fill out the 1040, ask the class if Jane will need to pay taxes or if she  
    will receive a refund and then ask how much. You may want to go through the 1040, line by line using the key  
    if many of the students got the incorrect answer to clear up any misconceptions. If students are familiar with  
    tax allowances from the W-4 form, ask if Jane took too many or too few allowances. The answer should be that  
    she took too few because she received a large refund.

3. Close by emphasizing that filing your taxes doesn’t have to be that complicated. Filling out this paper form is  
    free, whereas tax software or a tax professional can cost you money.

For other great tax resources, including our full Taxes class, please visit www.roguecu.org/learn. 
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